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From  1912 onwards a growing num ber of boys and girls began sec­
ondary education at W ollongong, which entailed long travel by some to 
catch the train and upwards of twelve hours a day away from  hom e; 
bicycles and horses again figured— the longest journey to the railway 
station being that of M uriel Condon who rode a pony eight miles from  
Stony Creek.
As the evening train from  W ollongong did not reach Albion Park  until 
6 p.m .— pitch dark in winter— the final stage of the trip  home, often in 
rain or howling westerlies, called for determ ination and stam ina to a degree 
not so necessary nowadays with High Schools within easy travel for most 
students.
— B. E. W ESTON.
ON HODDLE'S TRACK:
“The Smoke Signal” for M arch 1975 reports that the South Coast 
Conservation Society is to join Kiam a Council in a feasibility study for an 
eight-mile walking track between Saddleback M ountain Reserve and the 
M innam urra Falls Reserve (a  splendid idea, and one which could be de­
veloped much further, as “The Smoke Signal” points out, in a district 
which could have some of the finest walking tracks in A ustralia).
Anyway, we can assure them that part of the proposed route is a 
practicable walking track. R obert H oddle walked it in 1830, when he was 
sent with a gang of twenty axemen to  find a route from  Bong Bong to 
Illawarra. “Having surveyed the W ingecaribbee S w am p/’ he reported, 
“and ascertained the most southern part of it, I commenced to encounter 
the most form idable brush I have ever met with, for so great a distance 
since I have been in the Colony. I t  abounded with every species of prickly 
brush, brambles and nettles. The Native Vines were so thickly entwined 
about the trees, as to  render the Sun obscure; at the time it shone with 
great brilliancey . . .  I followed the Range until I was stopped by Cliffs, 
and proceeded then to endeavour to  descend towards Illawarra, or to  make 
for Kiama. I was unable to descend, except by the R ange bending 15 de­
grees southward of East, from  the southern Point of the W ingecaribbee 
Swamp. I discovered the leading Range to  Kiama, and after employing the 
Gang for two days I was enabled to descend the Cliffs to that Range. The 
R oad I have m ade is sufficiently good to  enable Pack Horses to  descend. 
I think a  C art road might be made without m uch difficulty. The great 
obstacle 1 had to contend with was the Brush.”
H e was not enthusiastic about his twenty axemen: “W ith the excep­
tion of Six M en and the Overseer I have never m et with a m ore idle and 
useless set of men. I have never had more than Ten at W ork. The first day 
they commenced four or five shammed Sick.” (G overnm ent stroke even 
then?).
N ext year Assistant Surveyor W illiam Jaques reported: “M r. H oddel 
(sic) with great pains and personal risk has traced out a R oad from  Bong 
Bong to the Boat H arbour at Kiama. H e ascended from  the form er place 
up a long Range of almost impervious Brush . . . H aving joined the Sum­
mit of the M ountain, the R oad is m arked chiefly along its brink the M oun­
tain being chiefly a plain open M oor, swelling in Knowls and M ounds, the 
bare R ock frequently presenting itself, and the soil lose and tender pro-
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during Rushes, Sedges, Sharp flags, stunted scrubby shrubs and aquatics. 
The frequent gullies although small and the boggy holes, surrounding the 
tufts of the general herbage render the R oad  plashy and full of numerous 
sloughs, there is one thick Tea Tree Brush, through which a passage has 
been traced and which can easily be cleared, but the great quantity of rain 
and the dense fogs . . . render M ountain R oads unpleasant and unsafe.
“A fter various attem pts M r. H oddel descended a long Range . . . 
F rom  the Summit to the foot of the Rock which M r. H oddel descended is 
20.75 chains. Before this part of the Road can be m ade practicable for 
loaded team s, the Rock must be partially cut and part of it blasted; on the 
Range leading therefrom , there is a considerable bight and a rough stoney 
precipitous pass that always will be bad and dangerous, no greater im­
provem ent can be effected here than removing the largest of the stones. 
Throughout the whole of this Range there is very thick B rush.”
H oddle’s track never became a m ajor highway, but parts of it are in 
use on the road from  R obertson to the head of Jam beroo Pass, the  foot 
track along the north edge of the Barren G round (in the Faunal Reserve) 
and as Saddleback Road. It is not hard  to identify some of the places 
mentioned by H oddle and Jaques. The “plain open M oor” would be the 
Barren G round; the 20 chains where the rock had to be cut and blasted, 
the eastern tip of the Barren G round where old roadworks are, or were a 
few years ago, still clearly visible; the “rough stoney precipitous pass,” the 
pinch just east of Saddleback summit; the final range with “very thick 
Brush,” the Saddleback Range.
M r. H oddle went on to lay out M elbourne; when he was superim pos­
ing his neat right angles on its m odest undulations, did he ever think about 
Saddleback and the Barren Ground?
W HO GAVE THEM THEIR NAM ES?
Every here and there in the district you find groups of streets with 
clearly related names— the best-known, probably, being Keira, Kembla, 
Corrim al and Burelli Streets in Wollongong, nam ed by M ajor Mitchell 
after local mountains.
B ut who was the Scottish Nationalist who named a group of streets 
at Fernhill W allace, Bruce, Douglas, and Charles? A nd who was the unre­
constructed rebel who nam ed three adjacent streets at W arraw ong Lee, 
Jackson and Stuart? (True, each of these names was borne by a local 
identity; but whoever brought the three names together m ust have been 
thinking of the three paladins of the Army of N orthern V irginia).
A nd this (irrelevantly as far as lilaw arra is concerned) recalls seeing 
the statues of Lee, Jackson and Stuart at successive intersections along 
M onum ent Avenue, Richm ond, and being told (tw ice) w hat is evidently 
a favourite R ichm ond story: W hen the statue of Lee on his horse Traveller 
(whose fam e in the South was second only to his m aster’s) was to  be 
erected, it was m uch disputed w hether he should face north or south. 
Finally one Solomon delivered judgment: “L et General Lee face his beloved 
South, and turn Traveller’s ass to the N orth!” So it was done; bu t the other 
two heroes, who died in battle, still tu rn  their faces defiantly to  the  enemy.
Well, to  get back to  the point— who nam ed those streets a t Fernhill 
and W arrawong?
